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THE CONDENSER? WHAT DOES IT DO?

(Always have a spare, it really is that important) So many Model A ignition problems seem to
involve that little “condenser” thing in the distributor. Ever wondered just what it actually does. You
may have heard tales about this item but what does it really do? They say it protects the points,
but how does it to that. That is the question! Henry placed it in the bottom of the distributor but a
later replacement from the 1970’s Ford V8 is mounted on the upper plate of the distributor. The
function is the same. Where ever it is mounted that
small cylindrical little aluminium tube thing still does its
job the same way. Here is a drawing that illustrates
exactly how the condenser works. This drawing
actually shows the condenser mounted on the upper
plate of the distributor.

When the distributor cam ( C ) rotates with the engine,
the points (B) are switched open, breaking that current
flow. The voltage across the points as they are opening
is sufficient to cause arcing which damages/bums the
points. Only after the points are fully open is this not an
issue. As the cam ( C ) is opening the points the
resistance for the cument increases sharply. The
current now takes the easier path (D), to the condenser
(E). The condenser is designed to store a voltage
charge. Thus, it accepts the current, storing the charge, preventing arching at the points. Now as
the cycle is complete for one cylinder and the cam rotation (C ) continues, the points (B) close
again, the condenser (E), being fully charged from the previous cycle, is ready to complement the
next cycle of the cam ( C ). This whole process occurs in rapid succession as the engine turns and
the distributor rotates, providing the high voltage from the coil to the spark plugs.

The condenser (E) is connected across the points (B). When the points are closed (shown open in
drawing) the current from the coil enters at (A/D) through the points (B) to ground, thus activating
the coil. The condenser is such a small little part but so very important for the life of the points and
the health of the ignition system. Always use quality ignition parts. The condenser is just a small
electronic shock absorber that takes a charge and holds it.

Headnut.
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Rusbmaore Motorws (vz) Ltd.
Veteran, Vintage, Post Vintage & Classic Vehicle Marketing.

Over 50 vehicles on offer. Subscribe for a free monthly emailed
catalogue. Be first to know. Listing is completely free. No hidden costs.

027 22 45 045 or rushmoremotors@xtra.co.nz

Rushmore Motors Ltd do not buy and sell motor vehicles.

Wanted.

Do you want your bank balance considerably
enhanced? Do you have a Model ‘A’ sitting unused
Iin your garage? Rushmore Motors markets a wide

range of veteran, vintage and classic vehicles.
Model ‘A’s are always in hot demand and we have

a long list of prospective buyers covering most
body styles.
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Improved 2nd gear ratio by 15% to increase overall
road speed in 2nd gear and hill climb ability without
stress revving your engine.

With the installation of this new cluster and 2nd gear,
this is all that is needed to achieve the effect desired
i.e.- higher speeds in 2™ gear, making traffic driving
and hill climbing not a problem.

COST
All new cluster and 2 gear $1890.00 + P&P

CONTACT
Errol or Linda McAlpine
On
1127 Scenic Dnve
Swanson

Auckland 0614
New Zealand

PH (09) 8329818
MOBILE (0274) 543 983
EMAIL: vetvin@xtra.co.nz

Web; www_veteranvintagecars.co.nz
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ANTIQUE FORD PARTS

THE MODEL ‘A’ SPECIALISTS
DEREK & JUDY THOMASON

492 MAIN ROAD HOPE, R.D.1,
RICHMOND, NELSON
PH / FAX: (03) 544 7826

Email: antiqueford@xtra.co.nz
OPEN 7 DAYS if HOME

Large range of new and original parts at
REALISTIC PRICES







