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Model A Car Club
Mid Winter Christmas
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Authentically Speaking.
Front Wheel Bearings.

With a little maintenance they can last you a long time.
Two most important facts that will make your wheel
beatings last longer.

1. Correct tension (not torque) on the axle nut.

2. Regular inspection, with removal, cleaning and
repacking with the correct wheel bearing grease.

6000-mile maintenance:

Pull each front drum off the axle and put aside. Put
aside the special washer and castellated nut. The outer small bearing will come off when the drum
is removed, leaving the larger inner bearing in place. Remove his inner bearing. If the stub axle is
in good condition a puller will be required for the bearing removal.

Clean and inspect the hub bearing cones for wear and cracking. The outer bearing cone can at
times rotate inside the hub, and the hub will have to be repaired. There are various options.

1. Purchase a new hub from a parts supplier. 2. Run a small weld around the outside of the hub to
shrink, and grind the weld off. Best if the inner surface where the bearing shell seats, is trued up
on a lathe as welding causes uneven shrinkage. 3. Carefully shim the inner cone to the hub. (this
is a ‘last ditch’ method not really approved of. 4. Look for a better hub.

Check the inner cone in the hub for wear and replace if necessary. Both cones can be knocked
out if necessary.

Check that the grease cup behind the inner bearing is tight on its seat and clean.

Check the stub axle for wear and thread damage.

The axle bearing surface of the inner bearing A-1201 should measure 1.1895".

The axle bearing surface of the outer bearing A-1216 should measure 0.7500".

Very few stub axles will measure to the original specs. If they do not:

Remedy. 1. Purchase new stub axles, which can be expensive. 2. Have the bearing surface for
each bearing built up with hard chrome, ground to size. (Give the engineer the bearings for size)
3. Very carefully knurl the worn areas. This is frowned upon in some engineering circles. | have
used this method and it has served 7 ‘

me well for many years and it is
virtually free.  See right.

The thread can show stretching. Not
a lot can be done without
replacement. Don’t run a die over
the thread, it will only make matters
worse. ‘Ford’” had their own thread tolerances.

The thread is 34” x 16 tpi UNF with a

1 1/8 UNF castellated nut using a 1/8” cotter pin. Be careful when
repining. The cotter pin must not touch the hubcap. Always use new
cotter pins.

Wheel bearing part numbers as follows:
Inner bearing Timken 15118 (A-1201)
Inner cup Timken 15250 (A-1202)

Outer bearing Timken 09074 (A-1216)
Outer cup Timken 09196 (A-1217)
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