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Official Newsletter of THE MODEL “A” FORD CLUB OF AMERICA 

   Canterbury New Zealand Chapter.  PO Box  4212 Christchurch  

COMMITTEE   

Club Captain Peter Bayler (03)313-7067 

Vice Club Captain Graeme Scott (03)384-8773 

Treasurer Barrie Shipley (03)383-4640 

Secretary                 Brent Miles (03)349-8108 

General Committee   

Anne  and Graham Evans  (03)351-5919 

Glenn Birnie  (03)347-4849 

Pam and David Dacombe  (03)313-7341 

Russell Genet  (03)329-9065 

Lindsay and Annette Painter  (03)342-5247 

Bruce Miles  0272389692 

   

Webmaster Graeme Scott (03)338-3686 

Assistant Webmaster Ken James (03)980-0547 

Script Editors Graham Evans  (03)351-5919 

Club Car Custodian Graham Evans (03)351-5919 

   

Website www.modelaford.co.nz 

Script email afordscript@gmail.com 

COVER .  From Cowlitz  Valley A’s November 2014 

HENRY FORD QUOTE.   

Unless you have courage, a courage that keeps you going, always going, no matter 
what happens, there is no certainty of success.  It is really an endurance race.  
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CLUB CAPTAIN’S REPORT 

 CLUB CAR REPORT 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING:                                                                                                          

Next committee meeting is 7.30pm, Tuesday 19th  September,  2017 , at Annette and       

Lindsay Painter’s  home , 56 Langdales Road.     If you have any matters you would like raised, 

please contact a committee member before this date.  

Thank you for electing me as your Club Captain, we have two new members on the    

committee, welcome to Pam Dacombe , and Glenn Birnie. 

 

We have an exciting year of Model"A". motoring planned ,so we are looking forward to 

seeing you out in  your "A"s .  

Rosalie and I were returning from Akaroa in our motor home last Sunday, and we were 

very pleased to cross paths ,with a great turn out of "A"s on the run , so with a quick turn 

around in the bus , we were able to join the run for a short while.  At the lunch venue I 

had the pleasure of handing out the cups and certificates to the winners of the night trial 

and gymkhana.   Congratulations to all our prize winners.     

MAKE YOUR DAY---DRIVE YOUR "A".     Peter.  

The Club Car has been housed in its garage all of August. 

Working-bee to be organised for September to review gearbox selection and speedo cable. 
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COMING EVENTS    

Alternative September outing.  

A Spring Festival will be held on 9 September in Cheviot.  This could be a good time to meet 
up with the Daimler Car Club.                                                                                                                                                    
This event has a trade fair atmosphere and is a chance for Christchurch people to travel to 
Cheviot for a visit, following the Kaikoura Earthquakes.                                                                                           
We had tentatively suggested a combined Gymkhana event with the Daimler Car Club, they 
are happy to join us.                                                                                                                                          
Please advise your interest to Graham Ph 03 3515919 or email gaevans@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

 

September  15th and 16th September  Weekend.                                                                                                  

International Model A Day weekend in Hokitika.                                                                                          
Organised  by the Coasters.  Contact  ri.devlin@xtra.co.nz                                                                   

Entry forms have been emailed out.                                               

 

Non Club Event                                                                                                                                                            

Selwyn Motor Fest 

Sunday 26th November 2017. 

They're hoping to attract 1,000 vehicles for display as a fund-raising family fun day event for 

Selwyn St John Ambulance. Registration is only $10 per vehicle & it's a very worthy cause.  

October 15th.    Breakfast run.  Starts at the TWO FAT POSSUMS > More details next Script.  

November 12th  Run to Mayfield  Domain via Rakaia Gorge. 

November 26th Selwyn Motor Fest.  (See below) 

December 3rd  71st SANTA PARADE . 

December 6th Children’s Christmas part at the Groynes. 

December 10th  Christmas Breakfast at Rosebank.  9.00am  

January 28th Posh Picnic.  Era dress etc.  

mailto:gaevans@xtra.co.nz
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Winter Run 13 August  2017 

A near perfect spring day greeted a modest 

turn - out of ‘A’s, modern and semi modern        

enthusiasts at Tower Junction for what 

turned out to be a very enjoyable, pictur-

esque and stress free run (as evidenced by 

the lack of the usual navigator/driver, often 

spirited, ‘discussions’ afterwards), organized by David and Pam Dacombe.                                        

It was great to see some of our newer members join as well as seeing Bruce Miles back after 

his time of incapacitation. 

Heading south we left the city via Cashmere, then in competition with the two wheeled lycra 

brigade, we made our way via Tai Tapu and Lincoln, past the new born lambs and calves, to 

the Rolleston home of John and Jillian Winchester. Here we were joined by several other club 

members for lunch prior to hearing about John’s substantial and enviable collection of cars 

and tractors, some with significant provenance.  

We were then treated to a shed display most can only dream about as we wandered amongst 

John’s collection of mint condition Zephyrs, Zodiacs, early Fords (including a ’30 Coupe which 

had its own story), a Capri and Cortina. John also has a collection of Farmall tractors, also in 

mint condition in his purpose built and very impressive garage.                                                                                                                                                             

Here was a lifetime’s collection that not only were we privileged to see but also John was 

(rightly) proud to share with us. 

Following the shed visit, and after Garth had effected some roadside repairs to ensure his 

lights should work after dark, a number took the opportunity for an evening meal at the 

Hornby Working Men’s Club before re-

turning home. 

This was a great day out thanks not only 

to the generosity of John and  Jillian but 

also to David and Pam for organizing this 

stress-free scenic springtime run. 
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Model A Parts For Sale 

4 x 19” Wheels         @ $70 each                                                                                                      
1 x 21’ wheel          @ $70                                                                                                         
1 x 1930 Bonnet complete $100                                                                                                                             
1 x set of guards (repairable) $100 each 

2 x 19”  500x19 New re-treads $170 each 

Or with new tubes only $320 for the pair 

1 x 1930 wooden Windscreen (good conditions—needs glass  $50                                                                                                    
2 x Front Axles  Offers                                                                                                                                      
2 x Diff & parts  Offers                                                                                                                                     
5 x Heads  need crack testing  Offers                                                                                              
Front & Rear springs Offers                                                                                                                                   
1 x Motor (needs reconditioning) Offers                                                                                                               
1 x Fly wheel & clutch Offers                                                                                                                               
1 x towbar  Offers 

Terry Buchanan Phone 03 4449177, cell 021 0517070 

20 Ballarat Avenue, Naseby, RD 2, Ranfurly 
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Forty-seven  Years Under Water 

During the winter of 1936 an Idaho man was driving his Model A on the ice of Lake 

Courd’Alene .  Suddenly the car broke through the upper layer of ice and settled on a layer a 

few inches under the surface.  Unable to get the car rolling, the man got out and began    

chipping away at the ice to form a ramp back up to the top.  Then the ice cracked and  the 

Model A  disappeared in to the black water. 

 The car, a 1929 Cabriolet, sank in 130 feet of water and came to rest on the drivers side .      

It settled in to the mud about 18 inches.  As the last bubbles escaped and raced to the       

surface, the cold, clear waters of the lake began their attack on the exposed metal. 

Forty-seven years later, Tom Michalski from Post Falls located the drowned Model A          

Cabriolet  and brought it to the surface.  The car was surprisingly intact.  The side which had 

rested in the mud was rusty but in fairly good shape.  The passenger side panels and fenders 

were heavily rusted, with holes through many areas.  The ignition key was still on, and odom-

eter showed 68884 miles .  The left front tyre still held air.  Tom Butterfield, an antique car 

enthusiast in Coeurd’Alene, heard about the Model  A  and bought it from Michalski for 

$500.00.   After checking the extent of the water damage, he decided to see if the engine 

could be turned.  Sure enough it was not frozen solid.  Next, he drained what little oil re-

mained in the crank case and refilled it with fresh oil.  Then he removed the carburettor, 

cleaned it up and soldered  a hole in the bottom of the bowl.  The distributor was too rusted 

to salvage, so he put another distributor on and replaced the critical wiring.  The gas tank 

was clogged with rust, so he rigged up a coffee can and fuel line.   The starter was removed, 

disassembled and cleaned up, then reinstalled.  Finally, with a used 6 volt battery hooked up, 

he tried to start the engine.  It coughed and spluttered.  Then it took hold and ran!  In just 2 

hours time from when he had gotten the Cabriolet, Butterfield had it running!  Fred Gooding 

saw the car shortly after the story was reported.  He writes, “The car was incredible!  They 

started it up for me and it ran as smoothly as can be.   
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Help us make The Script  a success.  We would be grateful for any material you feel could 

be appropriate to include in our Club’s newsletter. 

CLOSING DATE for copy for the next Script is 20 September  2017.  Please send to the      

Editor,  Graham Evans  afordscript@gmail.com .  The views expressed in this magazine are 

personal opinions of those who contribute and do not necessarily represent the views or           

methodology of the Canterbury Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America.  Thanks 

goes to MAFC member magazines and web sites as well as other sources who supply        

material to our club which we reprint in the magazine. 

 

CLUB CAR : Remember that the Club Phaeton is available for members to use.  If your 

Model A is  not mobile, give some thought to borrowing the Club car to join in one of our 

runs.  Guidelines for its use are printed inside the back of the membership list. 

Graham Evans (ph. 03 351 5919) is the custodian of the car and looks forward to your call 

requesting the use of the car. 

 

mailto:afordscript@gmail.com
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